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Political Background




Civil Defence Act 1948

Core Provisions




“The only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over
any member of a civilised community, against his will, is to prevent

harm to others.” from ‘On Liberty’, 1859, by John Stuart Mill.

The Haldane Review, 1917. ‘“To enquire into the responsibilities of
the various Departments of the central executive Government, and
to advise in what manner the exercise and distribution of the

Government of its functions should be improved.’




Transition to War
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Divided into three phases, spanning eleven years from 1949
to 1960. It enabled all forms of military crisis, including
nuclear, to be discussed.

1. May 1949—the present situation.

2. March 1952 - A crisis which did not result in a world war.

3. August 1960. The start of World War Ill, with a detailed
look at the effects of a nuclear attack on Bristol.

Strategic aim: ‘broken-backed warfare’—keep core industry
operating

EXERCISE
BRITANNIA

(MAY 1949)

SECRET

MAY 1949

WAR OFFICE EXERCISE

BRITANNIA

REPORT

This book is the property of H.B.M. Government and is to be kept
locked up when not in use. Its safe custody is the personal
responsibility of the recipient




NEER OROCANLE

S
E NG/ CIVIL DEFENGE

h)
M ART e
M
yhmst"ﬂ :m ;‘llus":‘&“‘““ MENTS
Y CE |Serves ay Oupap 0™ Orpg
ARME o s 0
" WAR o
/

. -
\h" "%
VT‘“ vh“
m": 23
[ Gﬁz e Gov !
e ' | Officers of Srnment D”‘r
R°°|'°"°“ war Ractories Highd o d"““ﬂwh
RescUS EMERGENCY R@E-ZE}': } “’"Mq
ire SV Cince “SERVICES —
L i I I S Y
Surply of A
Refu )
gies | STR, =, B
Waler
Sevrs Foory! R
M!RGU'CY
ORSANTZATion
| (rm‘r.:m -
Local A‘gents responsibh! for ‘\d@ion | ( Q-..‘\.. )@
=) S listeq Beloy, |
ELUGENCE mnﬁm?uu"ki” @ ggmm \ m& N‘ ]
INT 5 COMM v—T— T PANEL — blic Tlechorg
CENTR ol @ uencuny Unilitiey Mamger ‘
Local, R %‘ =§§ X
/Er_ !N‘m![‘c:u-ﬁ?a‘&ﬂv“ @ Autggl" Y X Elech: o ieer
—
STRI o AT or
sug DI RRISON c.RE LOCA ROOM | city or Boro 2y
OR GA RTERS | ARE CQQTROL
HEADQUA R
5 N
ON  PANEL MERGENCY TRANSPORT
LEBECOMITRUCTION SRS COMMIT THLECOMMUN
@ TEE %Y&“LOE;:?NNM) Repre: Km’.‘.‘of = o, e ST
//f EMERGENCY COMM|71¥ Composition ; oecmn"&“‘l‘& Trament Depts %N\Mﬂ; Ww of
i O of LocAl ATSNIE Iy S R
NOT E:Ag.RGENcY REPAIRS COMM t ; Compesition; the Lot Toncil & \ S X
S mant P L itate repai i Communical
Composition; Represen E.‘:."zlfu lees, efc. \ Functions; To facili Palrortay S ﬁ m‘"""""&‘m
Functions; w'ﬁ'ﬁ rraid,
: s tion. id. i LN
e T B e i
To conce




CIVIL DEFENCE REGIONS

® chﬁuaﬁu\t




Working
Party on

Civil
Defence

War Rooms




Accommodation & Functions
22 Jun 1952

Accommodation required in the Regional War Rooms

(i) Regional Commissioner’s Office and Conference Room.
(i) Central Map Room.

(iii) Departmental Liaison Officers' Room.

(iv) Fire Control Room.

(v) Regional Police Staff Officer's Room.

(vi) Hospital and Ambulance Control Room.

(vii) Military Liaison Officer's Room.

(viii) Regional Scientific Advisor's Room.

(ix) Regional Commissioner's Officer's Room.

(x) Messenger Room.

(xi) Telephone Switch room.

(xii) Teleprinter Room.

(xiii) Communication Room (to include Telephone Booths, Duplicating Machines, and
Message and Paper Racks).

(xiv) Dispatch Riders' Room.

(xv) Lavatories.

Personnel required to man the HSWR.
Senior Regional Officer
Regional Officer Grade I
Regional Officer Grade lll
Intelligence Officer

Map Plotters

Log Officers

Card Index clerks

Filing clerks

Operations Officers
Operations Clerical staff
Telephonists

Teleprinter operators




Location - Location - Location

Region First location c.1949 Second c. 1950 Actual
Northern 1 Gosforth area, north of Newcastle - it was Government Buildings - Kenton Bar, Blakelaw, Government buildings Kenton Bar, Blakelaw,
suggested that the headquarters could be Newcastle Upon Tyne. Newcastle Upon Tyne.
the Royal Exchange Hotelin Newcastle as
they had been during the war.
North-eastern {2 |To remain at Redhill shire oak road, Wheatfield Grove Road Woodland Leeds used Government buildings Leeds, Otley Road in
Headingly Leeds by the government in the Second World . Lawnswood.
=|War 1
North Midland |3 | To be located at Park House on Lucknow " Park House on Lucknow drive Nottingham. Government buildings Chalfont Drive,
Region drive Nottingham, a large house in the ’ Nottingham.
exclusive Mapperley estate of Nottingham. y
Eastern 4 |To be located at the Trumpington park Government buildings Brooklands, Brookland Government buildings Brooklands
estate Cambridge south of Grantchester. Avenue Cambridge. Cambridge.
Southern 6 |To move to Marlborough House (private Marlborough House, Parkside Road, Reading. Government buildings Reading University -
boys' school) on Parkside Road, Reading. Whiteknights.
South-western|7 | To move to the Ashton Park area southeast Government Buildings, Brislington, southwest Government buildings Brislington
Region of Bristol. Bristol.
Welsh 8 |Toremain at Coryton hall. Coryton hall, Whitchurch, Cardiff. Coryton Hall
Midlands 9 |To move to an area southeast of Chadwick Manor, Chadwick Road, Nr Knole, Solihull, Shirley Stratford Road
Birmingham in the Solihull area. Birmingham.
North-western [ 10 |To move to an area southwest of ‘Beech lawn’ a large house on Dunham road, On the site of a former bleach works, next to
Manchester in the Altrincham area. Bowden, Altrincham, Manchester, which had a large railway siding outside Cheadle
been used by the admiralty during the war.
South-eastern |11 |To remain at Bredbury House, Mount Bredbury House, Mount Ephraim. Government buildings. Hawkenbury outside

Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells

Tunbridge Wells.




The Nottingham War Room: A case study of the 1952-53

Regional War Room at Chalfont Drive

Design and Function The Kremlin
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Reinforced concrete building about 300 yds. from the centre of damage which is to the left of the Photograph.
There was no serious structural damage although a roof panel was depressed and some internal party walls were
deflected. Designed for earthquake resistance, this building has a composite reinforced concrete and steel frame.
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Baseline Accommodation
Working Group,

Nov 1949
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Nottingham as Built - 1953
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The hydrogen bomb test —at Enewetok in 1952
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