
Early Cold War 
Civil Defence 

The Regional War 
Rooms 

Rowena Willard-Wright



Political Background

November 1945

1947

June 1948

December 1948



Civil Defence Act 1948 
Core Provisions



“The only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over 

any member of a civilised community, against his will, is to prevent 

harm to others.” from ‘On Liberty’, 1859, by John Stuart Mill. 

The Haldane Review, 1917. ‘To enquire into the responsibilities of 

the various Departments of the central executive Government, and 

to advise in what manner the exercise and distribution of the 

Government of its functions should be improved.’

The Machinery of Government



Transition to War
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Prime Minister
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Divided into three phases, spanning eleven years from 1949 
to 1960. It enabled all forms of military crisis, including 
nuclear, to be discussed.

1. May 1949—the present situation.

2. March 1952 - A crisis which did not result in a world war.

3. August 1960. The start of World War III, with a detailed 
look at the effects of a nuclear attack on Bristol.

Strategic aim: ‘broken-backed warfare’—keep core industry 
operating

EXERCISE 
BRITANNIA 
(MAY 1949)
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Accommodation & Functions
(22 Jun 1952)

Accommodation required in the Regional War Rooms

(i) Regional Commissioner’s Office and Conference Room.

(ii) Central Map Room.

(iii) Departmental Liaison Officers' Room.

(iv) Fire Control Room.

(v) Regional Police Staff Officer's Room.

(vi) Hospital and Ambulance Control Room.

(vii) Military Liaison Officer's Room.

(viii) Regional Scientific Advisor's Room.

(ix) Regional Commissioner's Officer's Room.

(x) Messenger Room.

(xi) Telephone Switch room.

(xii) Teleprinter Room.

(xiii) Communication Room (to include Telephone Booths, Duplicating Machines, and 

Message and Paper Racks).

(xiv) Dispatch Riders' Room.

(xv) Lavatories.

Personnel required to man the HSWR. 

Senior Regional Officer

Regional Officer Grade II

Regional Officer Grade III

Intelligence Officer

Map Plotters

Log Officers

Card Index clerks

Filing clerks

Operations Officers

Operations Clerical staff

Telephonists

Teleprinter operators



Location - Location - Location



The Nottingham War Room:
Design and Function

A case study of the 1952–53 

Regional War Room at Chalfont Drive

‘The Kremlin’



Apsley TOB





Design 
Responsibility: 
L. G. Pargeter 

MBE



Scientific Lessons



Structural Measures at Nottingham
Revised plan 

dated 14 March 1952



Baseline Accommodation 
(Working Group, 9 Nov 1949)



Nottingham as Built - 1953



Canteen Dormitory

Message Lift Lighting and ventilation

message booths
1950s signage PMBX 5

Communication supervisor’s area 
with hatches

teleprinter Home Office 
tape relay 
network

Central map room

Storage packing



The hydrogen bomb test —at Enewetok in 1952
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